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520 Geographical Literature and Maps. 

nature are especially good. The half-tone illustrations are unhackneyed, and 
the sketch map may be a sufficient cartographic guide, poor as it is. 

Madrid. An Historical Description and Handbook of the Spanish 
Capital. By Albert F. Calvert, xxvii and 169 pp., 453 Illustrations 
outside the Text. John Lane Company, New York, and John Lane, London. 
Price, $1.25 net; postage 10c. 

Mr. Calvert is doing much to familiarize English readers with the most cele- 
brated cities and districts of Spain and its immortal painters and writers in "The 
Spanish Series" of monographs written or edited by him. Seventeen of these 
books have appeared and seven others are in preparation. The latest is this 
historical and descriptive account of Madrid, which, as the capital of Spain, the 
centre of Court affairs, and the repository of world-famous art collections, holds 
the most prominent place among cities of the Spanish world. Mr. Calvert gives 
a most readable account of the history of the city, its Court and society, the art 
of Madrid, its literature and drama, the royal armory, with its collection of arms 
and armour, and the life of the cafe, one of the most popular resorts throughout 
Spain ; and last, but not least, the sport of bull fighting, to which many pages are 
given. The author says that bull fighting, "since the days of the Moors, has 
endured as the chief recreation of all classes of the population. There is in no 
other country, any sport that can be compared with it in importance and in the 
sway of its fascination upon the public." 

A remarkable feature of the book is the 453 full-page plates, filling more than 
half the volume, most of them being photographic reproductions of the churches, 
the architectural splendours, paintings, and other art treasures, to say nothing of 
a series of 42 pictures illustrating bull fighting. The volume gives a vivid 
impression of the historical and political side of Madrid, but it is strange that the 
business aspect of the modern city should have been wholly neglected. Barcelona, 
to be sure, has been called "the life of Spain" in the commercial sense, but, for 
all that, Madrid is not merely a fashionable, pleasure seeking, and cultured centre. 

Landeskunde von Skandinavien. (Schweden, Norwegen und 
Danemark.) Von Heinrich Kerp. 138 pp., 11 Illustrations, 1 Map, 
Bibliography and Index. G. P. Goschen, Leipzig, 1904. Price, 80 pf. 
The volume is divided into three parts, each with four sections. Part 1 is a 
geographical survey of Scandinavia under which are considered (a) its position, 
boundaries, area, and horizontal and perpendicular articulation; (b) geology and 
physiography; (c) climatic and botanical zones; (d) distribution of natural and 
cultural regions as follows: Part 2 (a) the Norwegian coast; (b) the Norwegian 
mountain systems; (c) the Swedish lowlands; (d) the Danish islands and Jutland. 
Each of these natural and cultural regions is treated in relation to its landscape 
features, the origin of its surface forms, and its cultural aspects. Part 3 is an 
economic and political study of the three kingdoms. An index, a bibliography, 
and a good map complete this condensed but excellent work. The bibliography 
errs, as so many German book lists do, in not including a sufficient number of 
excellent works in other languages than German. 

Aus Deutschlands Urgeschichte. Von 6. Schwantes. iv and 183 pp., 

many Illustrations, and Index. Quelle & Meyer, Leipzig, 1909 (?). Price, M. 1.80. 

The purpose of the author is to interest the youth and general public of 

Germany in the ancient history of their country, as revealed in finds of human 



